
I recently received an email 

from a supporter who is inter-

ested in going to Niger next 

summer.  In his message he 

wrote, “I know this will be a 

pretty challenging trip, spiritual-

ly, emotionally, and physically.”  

Yes!  He is absolutely right!  It 

is difficult to describe to some-

one who has never been there 

how challenging a trip to 

Niger can be.  However, 

it’s also true that the 

reward far exceeds the 

amount of effort and 

energy put into it.  It is 

truly a life-changing ex-

perience. 

One of my favorite 

parts about bringing volunteers 

to Niger is that it gives me an 

opportunity to “see Niger” 

through fresh eyes.  After living 

in Niger for nearly two years 

and working there for over five 

years, I have become accus-

tomed to the scenery and the 

way things are done.  I love how 

the volunteers point things out 

and ask questions about the cul-

ture, scenery, church, school 

and so on, which I had forgotten 

or had never really thought 

about before.   I learn so much! 

In this edition of Education Mat-

ters, you will get the opportunity 

to see Niger through the eyes of 

this summer’s volunteers.  I 

hope you enjoy learning about 

Niger from their perspective as 

much as I did! 

Presidentõs Perspective 

By:  Kara VanderKamp, Executive Director 
DID YOU KNOW?  

Alice Jacques, a former Peace Corps 

Volunteer who served in Niger for two 

years, provided these interesting facts 

about Niger… 

1. The incense that is made and used all 

over Niger (a.k.a. the smell of every 

Nigerien house/room) is made by the 

Kanouri women.  The Kanouri people 

group generally live in the Zinder and 

Diffa regions.  These women have a 

reputation for being very seductive 

because of their ability to make such 

a wonderful scent! 

2. Nigeriens are particularly good at 

raising donkeys.  In fact, most of 

Nigeria gets their donkeys from Ni-

ger. 

3. Every district has a day that is set 

aside for the market.  Known as 

“Market Day,” it is typically the high-

light of the week.  You can get any-

thing from a plastic tub to a hyena!   

 

Volunteersõ Reflections about Niger 

By Karen Pepin  

It’s so difficult to put into words 

the impact visiting Niger has had 

on me! As a volunteer, I was 

excited and hopeful about the 

opportunity to see firsthand the 

people and places I’d heard 

about since Kara initially spoke 

to my church about the mission 

of the Remember Niger Coali-

tion.  It was a project that called 

to me in a unique way.  After 

several years of feeling that spe-

cial “tug” I finally 
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parents and spent a 

weekend in their family 

home in Zinder. 

I could recount similar 

anecdotes for all of the 

Nigerien friends I have 

made.  We had a won-

derful meal at Ibra-

him’s home and his 

little boy took dozens 

of silly pictures with 

my camera.  Isti gave 

me an old schoolbook 

of West African folk 

tales, because he knew 

I would enjoy and appreciate it.  I 

went to Ayouba's house and saw 

the running water he was finally 

able to install.  Connecting with 

the people in Niger helps us un-

derstand how to help them, and 

connecting was my favorite part 

of my trip to Niger. 

Excerpts from Beth Shuttersõ 

Blog...  

…We began our teacher training 

today, with 28 teachers from 3 

Nigerien schools.  The school 

where the training is taking place 

is in the village of Tsibiri…The 

director of the school told me 

that they are one of the only 

schools in the country with such 

sophisticated equipment. 

…It was my turn to teach during 

the afternoon session!  I intro-

duced myself in French, but be-

yond that I had to rely on Coleen 

to translate my instructions.  

Some teachers were still getting 

took the plunge and 

decided to go on the 

summer 2011 trip. It 

was everything I antici-

pated and so much 

more!  Before I went 

on the trip I was only 

able to comprehend 

the needs in Niger, but 

actually going to Niger 

allowed me to see and 

appreciate an abun-

dance of assets there. I 

found Niger to be a 

place of great beauty 

and character, and I met many 

wonderful people who, despite 

their difficult circumstances, are 

committed to improving their 

country’s future. The strength of 

their faith in God was inspiring; 

the warmth of their welcome was 

truly awesome; and the positive 

experiences shared with them are 

something I will never forget. 

By Coleen Colton  

Americans are quite efficient and 

orderly people, and we like to cat-

egorize, understand, and move 

on.  We love sound bites and 

clear-cut answers.  That is why it’s 

difficult for me to answer the 

question, “What did you do on 

your trip to Niger?”  There is no 

short, easy answer.  

I didn’t help dig a well, immunize 

babies or put up a building.  As a 

matter of fact, I didn’t do anything 

that you might expect.  Instead of 

doing, I think we spent our time 

being.  We learned more about 

Niger.  We made new friends 

and strengthened friendships 

from last year.  We listened, 

asked questions, and shared ide-

as.  We provided support and 

hope.  We built relation-

ships.  The trip was not about 

projects and products; instead, I 

believe that my main focus was 

people and processes. 

For example, on the 2010 trip, I 

met Joel Labo for the first 

time.  He was brilliant, friendly, 

kind, a technology expert and a 

great example of what a good 

education can do for a young 

Nigerien.  He was also engaged 

to a young lady I didn’t have a 

chance to meet.  On the 2011 

trip, I not only had a chance to 

meet his wife, Dina, I got to hold 

their little baby, Caleb.  I was 

privileged to be invited to dinner 

at their house, and I got to know 

them even better.  I even met his 

Volunteersõ Reflections (contõd from p. 1) 
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used to selecting text, moving the 

mouse, and double-clicking. But 

others caught on and finished the 

lesson almost before I finished 

explaining it!  It is my hope that at 

least one of the teachers was in-

spired to create a lesson that uti-

lizes the computer lab sometime 

during the next school year. 

...We hear the Muslim call to 

prayer every few hours here, 

which is a new experience for me. 

(You can find Beth’s blog on the 

web at http://rncbike.posterous.com) 

 

cramped!  We are still seeking 

approximately $10,000 to 

complete Phase 3. 

Computer Lab & Technology 

Training  

In August, a five-person volunteer 

team installed a twelve-laptop 

computer lab at the Zinder 

Primary School and helped 

facilitate technology training for 

over twenty-five teachers and 

administrators. 

School 

Construction  

1. Phase 1 of the 

Aguie Primary 

School will be 

completed and 

ready for first day 

of school on 

October 1st.  I 

walked through 

the three-

classroom 

structure in 

August.  Also, 

each of the 

volunteers and I 

had the great 

privilege of planting a tree on 

the school campus. 

2. Construction of Phase 3 at 

the Zinder Primary School 

began in August.  This three-

classroom building will hold 

the pre-school and 

kindergarten classes.  

Currently, those classes are 

held in the building that was 

originally intended to be the 

guard’s house.  As you can 

imagine, the space is a bit 

Volunteersõ Reflections (contõd from p. 2) 

Projects Update  

Teacher Training 

Scholarships 

We will be sending four 

future teachers to Teacher 

Training College this year.  

Three of the four will 

graduate in April 2012. 

Food Program  

We have raised over 

$4,000 for the food 

program for the 2011/2012 

school year.  This program 

ensures the most 

disadvantaged students will 

receive at least one 

nutritious meal every 

school day. 

NEW PROGRAM  

I’m pleased to announce that we 

have completely changed our 

Student Scholarship program!  

We are now going to match 

sponsors with specific children.  

This means that you will have the 

opportunity to witness the 

amazing impact that you donation 

has on a child in Niger.  More 

information will soon follow! 

Pre-school students at the Zinder Primary School 

Beth Shutters co-teaching the computer  
training course in Niger 
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Poetry and Fundraising  

Since returning from Niger, volunteer 

Joe Pendal completed a collection of 

18 poems written prior, during and 

after our trip.  This poetry collection 

also features 11 photos taken while in 

Niger.  Joe generously offered to split 

the proceeds from sales of the collec-

tion 50-50 with Remember Niger.  If 

you want to read more of what Joe 

calls “Joetry,” you can order a soft 

cover copy for $15 ($6 goes to 

RNC), or if you have a Nook, you can 

go to Barnes & Nobles Pubit! site and 

purchase an electronic copy for $3.00 

($1 goes to RNC).  

Sounds of Maradi  

By Joe Pendal 
 

To see, to smell … the differences are 
obvious, 

Hear, listen to the people, the birds, the 
animals, the bugs, you can’t be oblivious, 

Our worlds are unalike in so many-a-way, 

Yet the sounds of Maradi have more to 
say. 

 
Closing my eyes, readying for sleep, a 

bare quiet wind moving the drape, 
The fan is on high but from two things it 

can not provide escape, 

Drenching, stifling humidity and heat, 
As well the sounds of the street. 

 

Adult voices are rarely heard, 
Though the moos and the baas resound 

from someone’s herd, 

Only the beseeching call to prayer belies 
the presence of the grown, 

Otherwise it is the screeches and shouts 

of children to their own. 
 

From a distance the frequent bursts of 

their voices, 

Make insisting on differences faulty choices, 

Language aside, games with no similarity 
matter less, 

In the music of their voice one hears the 

same joy, the same duress. 
 

A baby’s cry for her mother breaks the 

heart universal, 
A baby’s squeal of laughter lifts the spirit of 

all, 

A child’s shout of joy makes every heart sing, 
A child is a child, that’s the thing. 

 
Joyful noise in the midst of … what exactly? 

Poverty yes, living conditions unimagined at 
home for sure, 

To them it is home, family, and friend, 

They laugh yes, but they work hard and look 
out for each other in the end. 


